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May 14, 2020

The Honorable Mark T. Esper
Secretary of Defense
1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, D.C. 20301

Dear Secretary Esper:

I write to express my deep concern regarding attacks against U.S. and Coalition members in Iraq. As tensions
continue to rise between the U.S., Iran and Iranian proxies, it is imperative that we deploy capabilities to protect
our military and civilians on the ground in the region. During my recent trip to Iraq, I was able to see first-hand
and discuss with commanders the gaps in both base and air defense capabilities. After my visit, | remain deeply
concerned with the immediate threat to U.S. military and civilian personnel and facilities in the region.

I believe recent attacks and the continued threat in the region emphasize the need for the Army to continue the
current fielding timeline of procuring two interim Iron Dome batteries. Furthermore, I strongly encourage
consideration be given to deploying one Iron Dome battery to the U.S. Central Command (CENTCOM) area of
responsibility to counter missile, rocket, artillery and mortar threats. I appreciate and support the Department’s
quick and decisive actions over the past few months to address the Iranian threat and to protect our
servicemembers in harm’s way. I believe deploying one of the Iron Dome batteries to the CENTCOM theater
augments those efforts and enhances our capability to neutralize any direct threat to our deployed
servicemembers.

Section 112 of the Fiscal Year 2019 National Defense Authorization Act directed the U.S. Army to purchase
two interim cruise missile defense systems (CMD) for fielding in 2020. Congress later approved
reprogramming requests and appropriations to support the Army in procuring these two systems. After the
Army’s thorough review and comparison of multiple types of systems, they choose to field two interim Iron
Dome batteries. Over time, the [ron Dome system has proven its effectiveness to intercept a wide range of
indirect and aerial threats, with a success rate of 90%. Iron Dome’s proven air defense capability solidifies why
a deployment to the CENTCOM theater will enhance our force protection posture in the region.

Again, | strongly urge your consideration to deploy an Iron Dome battery to the CENTCOM theater. I
appreciate your effort to keep our military and civilians in the region safe, and I will continue working with my
colleagues to ensure you have the resources to do so. Thank you for your service and your consideration of my
request on this important matter.

Sincerely,
hn Boozman Q
U.S. Senator
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