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The FIRE SMART Act provides small communities in the wildland-urban interface with a
critical tool to defend themselves against the increasing threat of wildfire. The bill would
provide these communities with access to the low-interest loans under EPA’s $1.1 billion
Drinking Water State Revolving Fund for upgrading their water infrastructure to give firefighters
access to sufficient flow to combat wildfires.

Current regulations for EPA’s Drinking Water State Revolving Fund (DWSRF) exclude “Projects
needed primarily for fire protection.” Sections 2(a)(1) and 2(a)(2)(B) of the FIRE SMART Act
would provide States with the option of allowing DWSRF funding for projects in communities
most at risk of wildfire, specifically projects--

1) That have both drinking water and wildfire suppression benefits;

2) That are located in a community at high risk for fire or wildfire as evidenced by a State
wildfire hazard map or a map generated pursuant to section 210(a) of division O of the
Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2018 (16 U.S.C. 6501 - Public Law 115-141); and

3) That are in a rural area with under 50,000 people per the farm bill definition at 7 USC 1991.

The FIRE SMART Act focuses on small communities facing an existential threat from wildfire
where the tax base is too limited for them to fund the water pressure improvements on their own.
Increasing heat and extreme dryness in our forests makes this existential threat to the communities
from wildfire a higher and higher likelihood each year. The FIRE SMART Act fills a gap in

federal assistance for improving water pressure and firefighting capabilities in these areas.

The best defense for these communities is a combination of strategies:
1) manage forests adjacent to communities to reduce fuel loads and lower wildfire intensity;
2) create defensible space around homes and business, and
optimize water infrastructure to provide the fire flow necessary for emergency responders

to save lives and property during an active wildfire.

The 2021 Caldor Fire proved this defense-in-depth strategy works: when targeted water
infrastructure, strategic fuel reduction, and fire-adapted community practices unite,
neighborhoods, like Christmas Valley in Lake Tahoe survive. The attached “Tahoe Water for Fire
— Caldor Fire Story” details this success.

There are other sources of Federal funding for thinning forests and building resiliency, like the
Community Wildfire Defense Grants. The implementation of the bill supports this combination
of community defense efforts in providing funding for water infrastructure projects “for which
priority shall be given to projects in communities that have adopted a community wildfire
protection plan as defined in section 101 of the Healthy Forests Restoration Act of 2003 (16
U.S.C. 6511(a)) or have taken proactive measures to encourage property owners to reduce fire
risk on private property.” Section 2(a)(2)(B). While not all wildfires, particularly those driven
by extreme winds or red flag warnings, can be contained with this combination of efforts, the
FIRE SMART Act allows funding for communities to improve their firefighting capabilities to
stop fires that can be contained.

The FIRE SMART Act does not impose any mandates, but gives States the option to decide
whether they want to include projects for small communities in the wildland-urban interface with
both drinking water and firefighting benefits in their intended use plans for implementing the
Drinking Water State Revolving Fund. Section 2(a)(3).



